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It&apos;s late August 2005, and a storm is brewing in the Gulf Coast. When it strikes, Hurricane

Katrina will be one of the deadliest and most destructive storms in U.S. historyâ€•especially for the

residents of New Orleans, Louisiana, and Biloxi, Mississippi. Will you: Flee to the New Orleans

Super Dome as floodwaters surge through the city? Try to save your home along the floodwalls

near Lake Pontchartrain? Attempt to ride out the storm at your home in Biloxi, Mississippi?

Everything in this book happened to real people. And YOU CHOOSE what you do next. The

choices you make could lead you to survival or to death.
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Age Range: 8 - 12 years

Grade Level: 3 - 4

Designed to give readers a sense of being caught in the 2005 disaster, this entry in the You

Choose: Modern History series offers fact-based experiences of three fictional victims: a 10-year-old

child living in New Orleansâ€™ Lower Ninth Ward; a small-business owner near Lake Pontchartrain;

and a Biloxi firefighter. Readers are prompted to make choices for the POV character, such as

whether to evacuate or stay at home, then skip pages to see what happens next. Some decisions

lead to a characterâ€™s death. The text is illustrated with small color photos of the storm and its



aftermath. A set of discussion questions related to Common Core principles follows a final chapter

summarizing the overall damage and some of the infrastructure improvements made in the

hurricaneâ€™s wake. Informative, and this could also stimulate personal emergency planning.

Grades 4-6. --John Peters

Blake Hoena grew up in central Wisconsin, where he wrote stories about robots conquering the

moon and trolls lumbering around the woods behind his parents house. He now lives in St. Paul,

Minnesota, with his wife, two kids, a dog, and a couple of cats. Blake continues to make up stories

about things like space aliens and superheroes, and he has written more than 70 chapter books and

graphic novels for children.

This series is excellent for reluctant readers. The choice, picture, and typically non-fiction subject

matter are engaging. Great as a high-low choice book as well. 4 stars because - with the choice

aspect, readers have the ability to choose the shortest possible end to the book.

My children loved this book from the "You Choose" series.
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